Green Space Romeo

Embrace Nature Celebrate History www.GreenSpaceRomeo.org

Ms. Vicki Laseke

Executive Director of Business Services
Romeo Community Schools

316 North Main Street

Romeo MI 48065

March 13, 2025
Dear Ms. Laseke:

Please find enclosed Green Space Romeo’s Proposal to Purchase the property at 297 Prospect
Street.

We are grateful to Romeo Community Schools (RCS) Board of Education and the school
administration for the opportunity provided by the Board’s resolutions in 2023 and 2024 that
paused sale of the property. This Proposal is the result of those actions by the Board. We commend
the Board of Education for its commitment to the RCS community as expressed in its mission
statement to embrace “community while engaging, educating and empowering students to inspire
the future.”

Green Space Romeo offers an opportunity to further Romeo Community Schools’ vision to forge
“pathways through academic exploration guided by... passions of our students, dynamic learning
environments, invested community advocates.” Green Space Romeo, its Board of Directors,
supporters and volunteers, are your most invested community advocates and we are committed to
engaging the passions of your students and contributing to the dynamic learning environments in
our RCS community.

Our Proposal offers a significant dollar amount to the Romeo Community Schools, a commitment
to preserve the three parcels comprising 297 Prospect Street for the benefit of the community and
RCS in perpetuity, and a feasible and sustainable plan for developing and maintaining the property
as an accessible public green space and an outdoor learning environment.

In addition to the required documents, we enclose three appendices that provide additional
information and context for our Proposal:

= Appendix A- Organizational Structure

=  Appendix B- Community Support

= Appendix C - Educational Opportunities

On behalf of the Green Space Romeo Board of Directors and the community members who support
this vision, thank you for this opportunity. Please contact me with any questions.

Best regards,

Donna Felland

Donna Folland, Chair
Green Space Romeo

Green Space Romeo is Michigan nonprofit and an IRS 501 ¢ 3 tax-exempt corporation.
Contact: Email — GreenSpaceRomeo@gmail.com Phone — 248.736.1649
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ROMEO COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
Request For Proposals To
Purchase Real Property

PROPOSAL FORM

Name of Prospective Purchaser: Green Space Romeo Contact Person: Donna Folland

Address: 252 Church Street, Romeo, MI 48065 Phone: 248-736-1649

E-Mail: greenspaceromeo@gmail.com

1. Earnest Money: Twenty-Five Thousand ($25,000.00) Dollars to be submitted within three (3) days
of the final execution of the Offer To Purchase Real Estate via certified check.

2. Purchase Price: $ 525,000

3. Exceptions or Special Conditions: The prospective purchaser acknowledges and agrees that it is
submitting this Proposal with the understanding that unless the prospective purchaser sets forth
specific exceptions to the terms and conditions of this RFP or the Offer To Purchase Real Estate,
that the prospective purchaser will execute the Offer To Purchase Real Estate attached to the RFP
with all of the terms and conditions as contained therein. Please set forth any exceptions or special
considerations below.

(Attach Additional Sheets or mark-up copy of the Offer To Purchase with changes, if desired)

The undersigned represents and warrants to Romeo Community Schools that he/she/it has been duly
authorized to execute this Proposal on behalf of the prospective purchaser and that if this Proposal is
accepted by Romeo Community Schools that the same shall be binding upon and fully enforceable against
the prospective purchaser. The prospective purchaser acknowledges that the School District may accept or
reject any Proposal in whole or in part in its sole and absolute discretion.

Green Space Romeo
Print Name of Prospective Purchaser

Donna Folland, Chair of Board of Directors
Print Name and Title of Authorized Agent

Signature of Authorized Agent

Dated:  March 13, 2024 ,2023
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| 4 g, sy AT _ s e R
. R B m  NORTH

(Not to Scale)

Community Gardens &
Outdoor Clajssroom (6)

b joi

gl
e jl B

Thompson Place ROW.
| Village of Romeo' | |

W R

9 Indigenous ™ Natural Play and Seating /
'

Connections (9) Elements (8)

{

Accessible Entrances ﬁ:‘ ‘

& Pathways (7) \
1 Mowed Open Space (1) Picn
~ [\Benches (11) Tacg

01-35-351-001

Numbers in parentheses refer to zone descriptions on the reverse side

About Green Space on Prospect Street

Green Space on Prospect Street (GSOPS) is an all-volunteer organization focused on the acquisition and preservation of the property at 297 Prospect
Street as public green space for the benefit of all community members. Public green space promotes health, wellness and equity in our community,
making it a place where people want to live and visit. 297 Prospect Street has always been a place of learning, starting with the Dickinson Institute in
1855, followed by the Romeo High School, then Junior High School and finally the Middle School, which was removed in 2021. We envision planting trees,
re-introducing nature and installing low-maintenance improvements to create a space where kids can play and learn, and we can enjoy nature.

Guiding Principles and Green Space Zones

The guiding principles align the planning, development and maintenance of 297 Prospect Street with the Green Space purpose. The Concept Site Plan
identifies zones within the green space that have diverse components and uses and that create a space that maximizes benefits to the public, the
community and the environment.

A. Welcoming to everyone and universally accessible to the extent F. Space for exercise and activities that enhance wellness
possible. G. Space for kids to play and grow

B. Environmentally sustainable, integrating best practices that H. Places to socialize and relax in nature
contribute to the overall resilience of the community I. Green infrastructure to manage stormwater

C. Fiscally sustainable with low-maintenance and low-cost J.  Outdoor education resource that stimulates a sense of wonder
improvements and exploration

D. Trees and plants native to southeast Michigan within a certified K. Property history remembered, honored and shared
arboretum L. Complement the historic Village

E. Habitat for birds, pollinating insects and other wildlife

Please join our community! Visit us at https://www.greenspaceromeo.org/ or contact us at GreenSpaceRomeo@gmail.com or (248) 736-1649
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Green Space on Prospect Street Site Concept Plan  version: March 11, 2025
Green Space Zone Descriptions

1) Mowed Open Space — Mowed open space is the baseline condition for the property. As development of native
landscapes and other improvements proceeds, we will retain a large central area of mowed open space for unstructured
play and along the edges of native landscapes to provide definition and clarify the intentional nature of the landscapes.
Uses of this zone will include open unstructured play by all ages, pick-up soccer and other field games, kite-flying,
picnicking, walking, exercising by individuals and groups, yoga, tai-chi and other classes.

2) Arboretum - The arboretum will establish a native tree canopy and shrub layer that augments the existing trees on the
site and create an attractive traditional park setting. The arboretum will also act to integrate this area with the preexisting,
mature urban forest canopy which covers most of the surrounding village, as well as help to ensure a sustained tree canopy
in this area as existing trees continue to age and eventually decline. Uses of this zone will include traditional park activities
such as strolling, picnicking, relaxing, and unstructured play. As a certified arboretum (https://www.arbnet.org/) with a
minimum of 25 types of woody plants, it will create an outdoor education resource and diverse volunteer opportunities.

3) Oak Savanna with Mowed Pathways — This mixture of prairie and forest represents a currently endangered ecosystem
that was once abundant throughout southern Michigan. Establishment of this habitat is an opportunity to share information
about the pre-industrial ecological regimes which shaped the landscapes present in our region, as well as how the
Anishinaabe acted as stewards to both care for and utilize these lands. Oak savannas also provide habitat for many dozens
of bird species and many hundreds of pollinator species. Mowed paths will invite visitors into this diverse habitat and
engender a sense of adventure and exploration.

4) Bioswales and Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSl) - Bioswales are a form of GSI. Stormwater runs off roads, parking
lots and lawns into the storm sewer and eventually into the Clinton River, picking up sediment and pollutants along the way.
Bioswales intercept stormwater with plant material, infiltrating a portion into the ground, evaporating a portion of it into the
air, and releasing a portion of it slowly back into the sewer system after it has been filtered through the plant material. The
installation of bioswales and other GSI will manage runoff issues on the site and demonstrate the best practices that help
communities be more resilient to the changing climate.

5) Pollinator Gardens — Pollinator gardens contain a diverse range of native flowering plants. Diversity provides a varied diet
for a wide range of pollinators and prevents pests and other problems that plague monocultures. A great pollinator garden
has overlapping bloom times, providing food for pollinators throughout the growing season. Native plants are selected that
are well-adapted to the local environment and therefore don’t require much water or care. Pollinator gardens are another
component of GSI by filtering stormwater runoff and by having deep root structures that prevent soil erosion.

6) Gathering Space, Outdoor Classroom and Community Gardens — Gathering spaces invite you to sit and chat or just
spend some quiet moments reading or enjoying the scenery. Gathering spaces could also be used for story time with kids,
board games with friends, or informal outdoor meetings. This area will host the more developed aspects of the green space
such as raised bed community gardening, tool shed, small restroom, pergola or shade structure, and active spaces
designed around use of the park as an outdoor classroom. Selection of features will depend on input from the community
and from the users of the green space and their experiences.

7) Accessible Entrances and Pathways — The Green Space on Prospect Street is for people — neighbors, people who reside
within walking distance, families who drive there for a picnic or to meet friends, and educators bringing their students for
outdoor education. Accessible entrances and pathways welcome people of all abilities to come in and enjoy the green
space. Entrances and Pathways will be designed to meet the guidelines set by the Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) of 1968.

8) Natural Play and Seating Elements — While the accessible pathways welcome everyone in, the natural play and seating
elements invite play and adventure off the path. The components are generally boulders and logs, which may be connected
by climbing and balancing elements, and are intended to stimulate imaginative play as well as develop strength and motor
skills. They are ideal for a multi-generational experience, with a parent or grandparent strolling on the path and children
playing alongside. They also provide additional places to sit and be surrounded by nature.

9) Points of Interest — We have an opportunity to bring the rich history of the site and the region to the forefront, as well as
the science that underlays the planned landscape. There are many ways we can convey information to the visitor at the
points of interest — interpretive signage with verbal and tactile information, posted QR codes that point to a relevant web
page orvideo or the use of augmented reality which uses special glasses or a cell phone app to display information or
images superimposed on the visual field. Use of multiple methods is important to meet the needs of various ages and
abilities of the visitors.

10) Sustainable Maintenance and Operation — We will strive for zero emissions by replacing the use of gas-powered
mowers and other grounds equipment with electric versions and explore alternative energy such as wind and solar. Parks
and green spaces are in the front line for counteracting urban heat effects by increasing the tree canopy. A study conducted
by Trust for Public Land in 2020 revealed that areas within a 10-minute walk of a park are as much as 6 degrees cooler than
areas outside that range. The pockets of forest and native plants we establish will sequester carbon, slow down runoff
during storm events, and provide a shaded area of respite from hot days.

11) Amenities — Throughout the green space we will place amenities such as benches and picnic tables that will invite
people to spend time on their own, with a friend or walking buddy, or with their family. Signs at the west and east entrances
will identify the green space to the public and interpretive signs at the Points of Interest will communicate science and
history and recognize our donors and partners. Determined by community engagement and as funding permits, many other
enrichments could be considered such as restrooms, art installations, murals, solar lighting and Wi-Fi.

We are grateful for the over 200
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supporters (left).

Please join our community! Visit us at https://www.greenspaceromeo.org/ or contact us at GreenSpaceRomeo@gmail.com or (248) 736-1649
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Know what's below.
Call before you dig.
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BIOSWALE CONSTRUCTION NOTES:

GENERAL NOTES:

1. IN THE EVENT THAT SEDIMENT IS INTRODUCED INTO THE BMP DURING
OR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING EXCAVATION, THIS MATERIAL SHALL BE
REMOVED FROM THE PRACTICE PRIOR TO CONTINUING CONSTRUCTION.

2. SUBGRADE PREPARATION: SCARIFY THE UNDERLYING SOIL OF THE
RAIN GARDEN AREAS WITH THE TEETH OF THE EXCAVATOR BUCKET
PRIOR TO ADDING STONE BASE LAYERS FOR. REQUIRED IF NATIVE
SOILS ARE CLAY AND AVOID SLAKING OF CLAY DURING EXCAVATION.

WHERE POSSIBLE, EXCAVATION BY MACHINERY SHOULD BE PERFORMED
FROM THE SIDES AND OUTSIDE OF THE FOOTPRINT OF THE
INFILTRATION AREA TO AVOID SOIL COMPACTION.

GENERAL BIOSWLAE NOTES:
1. BIOSWALE SOIL MIX (Ml LID MANUAL 2008):

1.1 COMPOSED OF 20-40% COMPOST; 30-50% CLEAN, COARSE ASTM
C-33 SAND; 20-30 % TOPSOIL. UNIFORM MIX, FREE OF STONES,
STUMPS, ROOTS, OR OTHER SIMILAR OBJECTS LARGER THAN 2

INCHES, EXCLUDING MULCH. CLAY CONTENT SHOULD BE LESS
THAN 10%

1.2.  SOIL PH SHOULD BE BETWEEN 5.5 AND 6.5.
1.3.  NO OTHER MATERIALS OR SUBSTANCES THAT MAY BE HARMFUL
TO PLANT GROWTH OR PROVE A HINDRANCE TO THE PLANTING

OR MAINTENANCE OPERATIONS SHALL BE MIXED OR DUMPED
WITHIN THE RAIN GARDEN AREA.

2. MULCH:

2.1.  DOUBLE SHREDDED FROM MIXED HARDWOOD SPECIES.
2.2.  WELL AGED (AT LEAST 6 MONTHS OLD).

2.3, UNIFORM TEXTURE FREE OF SAWDUST, FOREIGH MATERIALS, AND
ARTIFICIALLY INTRODUCED CHEMICAL COMPOUNDS THAT WOULD BE
DETRIMENTAL TO PLANT OR ANIMAL LIFE.

2.4, SUITABILITY OF MATERIAL AND SIZE SHALL BE DETERMINED BY
ENGINEER USING VISUAL INSPECTION.

ALL APPLICABLE PERMITS WILL BE OBTAINED BY CONTRACTOR BEFORE
IMPLEMENTATION.

MAINTENANCE NOTES:

INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE ENTITY: XXXX
INSPECTION AND MAINTENANCE TASKS:

o DAILY: WATER VEGETATION DAILY FOR TWO WEEKS FOLLOWING
CONSTRUCTION
o WEEKLY: ENSURE NEWLY ESTABLISHED PLANTS CONTINUE TO RECEIVE

APPROXIMATELY ONE INCH OF WATER PER WEEK THROUGHOUT THE
FIRST SEASON.

o AS NEEDED: PRUNE AND WEED THE BIOSWALE

o SEMI-ANNUALLY: INSPECT FOR AND REMOVE EXCESS ORGANIC
MATERIAL.

o YEARLY: INSPECT MULCH AND RE—SPREAD WHEN EROSION IS EVIDENT.
IF NEEDED REPLENISH MULCH UNTIL THE PLANTS BEGIN TO FILL IN
THE AREA AND THE SPACE BETWEEN PLANTS IS MINIMIZED.

o SEMI-ANNUALLY: INSPECT FOR SEDIMENT BUILDUP, EROSION, AND
EVALUATE HEALTH OF THE VEGETATION. IF SEDIMENT REACHES 25
PERCENT OF THE PONDING DEPTH, IT SHOULD BE REMOVED. IF
EROSION IS NOTICED WITHIN THE RAIN GARDEN AREA, ADDITIONAL
SOIL STABILIZATION SHOULD BE APPLIED. IF VEGETATION APPEARS TO
BE IN POOR HEALTH WITH NO OBVIOUS CAUSE, A LANDSCAPE
SPECIALIST SHOULD BE CONSULTED.

o AS NEEDED: WATER VEGETATION WHILE VEGETATION IS BEING
ESTABLISHED AND IN TIMES OF EXTREME DROUGHT AFTER PLANTS
HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED.

o AS NEEDED: TRIM VEGETATION AS NEEDED TO MAINTAIN HEALTHY

PLANT GROWTH. DO NOT MOW ON A REGULAR BASIS.
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SOIL PREPARATION NOTES

1. TEST SOIL PH AND NUTRIENT LEVELS AT THE PLANTING SITE TO

DETERMINE IF ANY ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS ARE NEEDED TO ENCOURAGE
PLANT GROWTH.

2. UNLESS OTHERWSE INSTRUCTED, REMOVE ALL EXISTING PLANTS, ROOT
THATCH, AND NON-SOIL DEBRIS FROM THE SURFACE OF THE SOIL USING
EQUIPMENT THAT DOES NOT ADD TO THE COMPACTION IN THE SOIL.

3. SPREAD SOIL AMENDMENTS OVER THE PLANTING SITE.
3.1.  THREE INCHES OF COMPOST

3.2.  ANY ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS NEEDED AS DETERMINED IN SOIL
TESTING.

4.  MECHANICALLY TILL AMENDMENTS INTO THE SOIL TO A DEPTH OF 6-8
INCHES.
4.1.  ALL SOIL GRADING, TILLING, AND LOOSENING MUST BE COMPLETED AT
TIMES WHEN THE SOIL MOISTURE IS BELOW FIELD CAPACITY. ALLOW
SOIL TO DRAIN FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS AFTER ANY RAIN EVENT
MORE THAN 1 INCH IN 24 HOURS OR LONG ENOUGH SO THAT THE
SOIL DOES NOT MAKE THE HAND MUDDY WHEN SQUEEZED.

5. SMOOTH OUT GRADES WITH A DRAG RAKE OR DRAG SLIP.
6. PROVIDE PRE—EMERGENT WEED CONTROL IF DESIRED.

DEMOLITION NOTES

REMOVE EXISTING ROCK SWALE.

CLEAR AND GRUB TO THE LIMITS SHOWN. INCLUDE
- REMOVAL OF ALL SIGNS, POSTS, FOOTINGS, GRAVEL,
I 1 BRUSH, SHRUBS, GRASS, AND TREES NOT INDICATED FOR
-l PROTECTION, INCLUDING ROOTS. STRIP TOPSOIL AND
STOCKPILE ON SITE IN DESIGNATED LOCATION.

EXISTING STORM STRUCTURE MAY BE BURIED AND MUST
BE LOCATED. STORM STRUCTURE AND CONNECTING LINES

MUST BE CLEANED BEFORE CONSTRUCTION. PROTECT

EXISTING UTILITIES AND UTILITY STRUCTURES TO REMAIN.

PROTECT EXISTING TREES AND LANDSCAPING TO REMAIN
DURING CONSTRUCTION.

® REMOVE EXISTING TREE (INCLUDING STUMPS AND ROOTS).

CONTRACTOR TO PROTECT EXISTING WALKS, PAVEMENT,
CURBS, GUTTERS, WALLS, FENCES, GATES, LANDSCAPING
AND TREES TO REMAIN DURING CONSTRUCTION

UTILITIES NOT LOCATED — VERIFY LOCATIONS BEFORE
EXCAVATIONS.
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